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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


Ca Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 





“CATHOLIC FAITH” 


Three books based on 
“The Catholic Catechism” 
drawn up by Cardinal Gas- 
parri, which serve a need 
long felt by teachers of cate- 
chism, as the manner of pre- 
senting the matter is simple, 
thorough and appealing. 
There are no elaborate def- 
initions, no technical difficul- 
ties. The placement of 
prayers within the texts, the 
inclusion of the Liturgical Feasts within the doctrine which they express, 
and the addition of topics for discussion, as well as the illustrations 
throughout, will be welcomed by all who make use of the books. Be- 
sides serving in the graded classrooms, the “Catholic Faith” books 
meet the requirements of Vacation Schools, Sunday Schools, Public 
School Religion Classes, Study Clubs and are excellent for home use. 
Book One, for primary grades, 108 pages, red paper cover — 25¢ each. 
Book Two, for intermediate grades, 232 pages, green paper cover — 35¢. 
Book Three, for upper grades (including High School level) and Study 

Clubs, 371 pages, blue paper cover — 60¢ each. 
ORDER THROUGH: — 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 

for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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Premiums Offered 


For NEW and RENEWAL Subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


For ONE Subscription 


One Scheyern Cross with either one of the following booklets: Under 
Mary’s Mantle, Devotion to Mary or Mary’s Seven Sorrows. OR: — 


Three Blessed Medals — the scapular medal, which may be worn in 
place of the scapular; medal of the Infant of Prague — many favors have 
been obtained through the use of this medal, especially efficacious for chil- 
dren; jubilee medal of St. Benedict with explanatory leaflet giving the great 
number of indulgences which may be gained by wearing the medal. OR: — 


Picture of the Blessed Virgin — suitable for framing, size 6 x 8 inches. 
The picture is in dainty colors and would be a beautiful adornment for 
any room. 

For TWO Subscriptions 

One of our NEW BOOKS entitled Sister Mary 
Fortunata Viti, O.S.B., a biographical account of a 
saintly Sister in the Benedictine Convent of Santa Maria, 
in Veroli, Italy. This good Sister, though she led an 
extremely humble, hidden life in religion for over seventy 
years, has since her death obtained countless favors for 
those who have sought her intercession, so much so that 
she has come to be known as the Merciful Helper of 
Veroli. The process of her beatification has been introduced. Attractive 
paper cover binding, 218 pages, with numerous illustrations. 


For THREE Subscriptions 

Attractive and Useful Missal — bound in black imitation leather, red 
edges, 530 pages. It contains a brief explanation of liturgical functions, 
with the calendar of feasts, also the most necessary prayers for Catholics 
to know, with devotions for confession and Communion, the Ordinary of 
the Mass with explanations, the Proper of the Mass for Sundays and feast- 
days, etc. This Missal or the following Child’s prayer book would make 
an ideal gift for boys or girls just beginning the school year. OR: — 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — an exceptionally fine child’s 
prayer book, highly recommended by pastors, teachers and many mothers. 
It contains prayers for daily use, Mass Devotions, prayers for confession and 
Communion, as well as charming prayers for visits to the Blessed Sacrament. 
Bound in durable cloth binding, in black, white, blue or rose. 


Please Mention Premium Desired. 





Address: Benedictine Convent, of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the Consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Vol. 36 September, 1940 No. 5 








Our Angelic Guardians 
== 
AINT Lawrence Justinian, the holy Patriarch of Venice, 
discoursed most eloquently on the Guardian Angels. 
The following is an extract from one of his homilies: — 
“Almighty God has provided the service of the Angels 
for the protection of men; He has given to each one 
of us our own individual Guardian Angel, to guide us 
through life and to give us the help we need. The 
holy Angels hold in check the powers of darkness, so 
that they may not tempt us above our powers to resist. These blessed 
spirits raise us up when we have fallen; they instruct us by interior 
enlightenment; they arouse us when we have become lukewarm; they 
purify our imagination from deceitful phantoms; in short, they protect 
us as most faithful guardians wherever we may be. When we give 
an alms or when we pray, they carry our prayers and sacrifices to 
heaven and offer them to God, and in return they bring us heavenly 
gifts. Oh, with what joy they behold our virtuous deeds, our sighs 
and petitions to God! What pleasure it gives them when they see 
us “sing wisely” as the psalmist says—that is, when we meditate 
frequently upon the truths of God, when we pray without ceasing, take 
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part in liturgical functions, shed tears of compunction for our misdeeds, 
and render to God a pleasing service. It gives to them great consola- 
tion and to us sure hope of salvation when we watch over the interior 
movements of our heart, when we conquer the rebellious movements 
of our mind and are interiorly recollected, when we guard our thoughts, 
when we direct our intention properly to God in all that we do, when 
we deliberate before we speak, and when in our conduct, in our morals 
and in all that we do, we manifest a mature consideration and cir- 
cumspection. 

“The Guardian Angels love us and are intent upon our salvation, 
because they regard us as heirs of heaven and future fellow citizens 
with them. We must, therefore, heed their good inspirations and follow 
their wholesome admonitions, and with their assistance courageously 
battle against the enemies of our salvation, without becoming dis- 
couraged at the many obstacles which confront us. 

“The holy Angels have already been crowned with the diadem 
of Divine love in the realms of eternal bliss. They are exceedingly 
beautiful, surpassingly lovely, very similar to God in unspeakable glory, 
a glory which surpasses human understanding. Their glory knows no 
end nor diminution; it is not changed nor interrupted for a moment, 
because they are established in the bonds of perfect love and can in 
no way be torn away from the embrace of their Lord and Creator. 
They always enjoy the vision of God, always taste of the Divine bliss, 
and are always inebriated with the Divine goodness. 

“What could be more sublime for us during our earthly pilgrimage 
than to do here and now what our angelic friends, the blessed hosts of 
heaven, do now in those realms of everlasting delight? The blessed 
spirits at all times, without intermission, give themselves up to the 
glorious mission of praising God. It is true that we can do this only 
at certain intervals and with interruptions, but yet we can have the will 
and the desire to do so continually. The Angels see the glory of God 
unveiled, but we in a mirror, as it were, by faith, and as St. Paul says, 
‘darkly.’ They stand immovable in the presence of God, as highly 
honored princes of the Church Triumphant, while we, weak human 
beings, still burdened with the weight of our mortal body and wander- 
ing far from our true home, can render our homage to God only in 
the midst of innumerable difficulties. However, though our homage 
cannot be compared to the perfect homage of the Angels, yet the object 
and the sentiments are the same. As long as we faithfully do the best 
we can, we know that we shall one day be like to the Angels, when 
Christ ‘shall have delivered up His kingdom to God the Father, and 
when He shall have brought to naught all principality and power and 
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virtue’ (1 Cor. xv. 24). Then we shall see God as He is; then we shall: 
praise Him perfectly, serve Him perfectly, be inseparably united to 
Him, rejoice in Him and be completely changed in Him.” 

Elsewhere St. Lawrence Justinian says: “Almighty God does not 
give His spiritual gifts all at one time and without mediation, but 
according to the measure of our prayers and our petitions for the same, 
according to our good use of them and to our growth in virtue. Happy 
he who, in consequence of graces received from God, overcomes the 
wily snares of the evil one! Happier still he who, enlightened by 
Divine wisdom, closely united by will and desire with God, is enabled 
to know and to understand the interior manifestations and the whisper- 
ings of the pure angelic spirits. How often those who do not under- 
stand the voice of the blessed spirits disregard their admonitions and 
carelessly resist their wholesome warnings! For the holy Angels, in 
accordance with their mission, speak to us interiorly and instruct us 
concerning the mysteries of God, in so far as they are directed to do 
so as being conducive to our eternal salvation. They urge us to constant 
prayer and continually knock gently at the door of our heart, to keep 
us in a well regulated way of living. But when they perceive that we 
grow weary of good, when we give ear and consent to the suggestions 
of the ever-present wicked angels, when we are induced to take pleasure 
in harmful and shameful amusements and separate ourselves from 
Christ, their admonitions become severe and they represent to us the 
hour of death, the last judgment, the punishments of hell and the 
tortures of eternal perdition. 

“All this the holy Angels do in the providence of God, at the 
behest of the incarnate Son of God and under the guidance of the 
Spirit of Consolation. Surely, if we did but contemplate frequently 
the many services rendered to us by our Guardian Angels, we would 
understand more fully the wonderful mercy of God. For is it not a 
most marvelous manifestation of the mercy of God that He sends down 
to us the glorious members of His heavenly court, to keep us from 
going astray and from perishing on the dangerous journey through life? 

“The above considerations should convince us that it is most 
necessary and profitable for us to venerate these hosts of holy Angels, 
in gratitude for their untiring services in our behalf. Let us resolve 
never to despise so great a gift from our Creator, nor ever to disdain 
the love and sevices of our Guardian Angels. Let us be convinced that 
wherever we may be or whatever we may be doing, we have at our 
right side a good Angel and at our left side an angel of darkness. 
Both are urging us to follow their admonitions. The heavenly spirit 
urges us on to do good, to prayer and penance, to peace. in a 
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well regulated life, to virtue and humble submission to God’s eternal 
decrees. The wicked spirit, on the contrary, strives to darken our 
understanding, to weaken our good inclinations and resolutions, to 
disturb and distract our thoughts, to hinder our good actions, and 
finally through arrogance to bring us to eternal perdition. Let us be 
assurred, therefore, that pride is one of the most effective weapons of 
the evil spirits. To avoid the loss of our soul through this one great 
common sin of mankind, let us resolve not to strive for the lofty 
ambitions of earth, but rather to live in humility of spirit; it is this 
humility which will keep our mind clear 
and which will lead us finally into the 
sanctuary of the Divinity, where we shall 
learn to know the hidden things of God 
and to taste the sweetness of Divine peace 
and love.” 


Wb ella, 
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Novena to the Holy Angels 
(Sept. 23 to Oct. 1) 


Guardian Angels, which is celebrated on 
October 2d, a novena of prayer will be 
offered in each of our three Eucharistic 
Sanctuaries, at Clyde, Missouri, Mundelein, 
Illinois, and Tucson, Arizona, in behalf of 
our dear readers and benefactors, and of 
all who unite with us in this loving 
homage to the holy Angels. During the 
novena we shall petition the blessed 
princes of heaven to implore of their 
Divine King many precious gifts and 
graces for our good friends who have so 
kindly assisted us in the support of our Eucharistic works. 

All who wish to do so are welcome to send their petitions to be 
placed upon the Altar of Exposition during the novena. A cordial 
invitation is extended to all to unite with us in the novena, to thank 
the holy Angels for their many services and to implore their help and 
protection for the future. An appropriate form of prayer for the 
novena is to recite nine Hail Marys each day, in honor of the nine choirs 
of Angels, but any suitable prayer may be chosen. 

(For booklet of devotion to the Guardian Angels, see back cover.) 


F} eivice the holy Angels by having a candle burned in their honor in 

one of our three sanctuaries before the Blessed Sacrament exposed. 
For an offering of 50¢, a large wax candle will be burned a day and a 
night; for $3.50, one week; and for $12.00, an entire month. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Cross, the Salvation of Our Times 
shee 

awe N THE feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, September 
\' 14th, the Church commemorates the recovery of the 
Cross of Christ from the hands of the infidels and its 
triumphant erection in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
on Mount Calvary. But in a deeper sense she celebrates 
the exaltation of Him who died for us upon the Cross, 
and rejoices in His glorious triumph over sin and death and hell. 

In order to celebrate this feast in a worthy manner, our dispositions 
ought to be in harmony with the maxims of the Cross and with the 
dispositions of our crucified Savior. That is, we should withdraw from 
the pride, the ambition, the avarice and the vanity of the world, which 
are condemned by the poverty and humility of the Cross, and abstain 
from sensual and worldly pleasures, which are condemned by the 
mortification of the Cross. But alas! how unfit we are to celebrate 
the victories of our crucified King over death and sin and hell when, 
by pride, self-love and love of the world, we wilfully remain slaves of 
those same enemies whose tyranny He sought to abolish by His Death. 

The world is bleeding especially from three wounds, which St. 
John calls “the concupiscence of the flesh, and the concupiscence of 
the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John ii. 16). These are the prin- 
cipal causes of our social miseries, and no cure of the sick and languish- 
ing human family can be effected except by our crucified Savior. 


1. Concupiscence of the Flesh 


The first wound from which human society suffers is an inordinate 
desire for pleasure. Man is very prone to seek his paradise here on 
earth (Wisd. ii. 6-9). Hence the unholy longing for forbidden enjoy- 
ments so prevalent in our days, the shameless indulgence in lust and 
intemperance, fornication and adultery, and contempt of the command- 
ments of God and the precepts of the Church. Belief in a life to come 
is destroyed by indulgence in worldly pleasures. 

Even among Catholics there are many who, in the words of St. 
Paul, are “enemies of the Cross of Christ” (Phil. iii. 18). They have 
faith, indeed, and even a certain degree of piety; they are friends of 
Our Savior’s triumphs, but not of His sufferings and humiliations. 
Penance finds no place in their lives. They think that since Jesus has 
paid for their transgressions, they no longer owe anything. Their con- 
stant occupation is an effort to avoid suffering and to make themselves 
comfortable. Their body is their god, for they do everything in their 
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power to serve it and to satisfy its desires. Such as these greatly 
endanger their salvation, and certainly acquire little merit for heaven. 

It is true, a moderate and Christian indulgence in pleasures and 
comforts is not sinful; but worldly pleasures easily lead to sin because 
they blind the soul to supernatural things and accustom it to gratify 
all the desires of the flesh. 

The remedy for this evil lies in the Cross of Jesus Christ. There 
Our Savior hangs, crowned with thorns, His whole Body one large 
wound, His hands and feet transfixed by cruel nails, His Heart pierced 
with a lance. Gall and vinegar are His only refreshment. Contemplat- 
ing Him in this state of suffering and abasement, can anyone resist His 
pleading cry: “If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, 
take up his cross, and follow Me”? (Matt. xvi. 24.) 


2. Concupiscence of the Eyes 


Inordinate desire for earthly possessions — so-called materialism 
— is the second wound of human society. We are not forbidden to 
desire and to work for the goods of this world within reasonable 
limits. In fact it is our duty to exercise the faculties of body and soul 
with regard to earthly things, for we are obliged to earn our bread “in 
the sweat of our brow.” But all too frequently men treat the goods 
and riches of earth, not as a means leading to their eternal destiny, 
but as their destiny itself. The more faith in God and hope of life 
everlasting vanish from the heart of man, the more he will bow the 
knee before the “golden calf” of earthly possessions; and, sad to say, 
in our days the number of such idolaters is legion. Their only aim 
in life seems to be to make money, and to enjoy the goods of this 
world. This materialistic tendency is the ruin of religious, moral and 
social life. All desire for spiritual things is suppressed, Divine worship 
is neglected, the reception of the sacraments is considered useless. 
Greed for money is the mother of selfishness and the source of countless 
sins against justice and charity. 

The antidote for this poison may also be found in the Cross of 
Our Savior. Jesus hanging upon the Cross, naked and despised, the 
same who was born in a stable, who spent His life in privation and 
suffering, is the perfect teacher of contentment in poverty, and of 
contempt for the riches and comforts of the world. In the imitation of 
Christ the Christian will find the strongest weapon against the concupi- 
scence of the eyes. 


3. The Pride of Life 


The third wound of human society is pride. Every child of Adam 
carries in his heart the germ of pride. One who has a vivid faith 


Tabernacle and Purgatory 137 


will realize that his true dignity consists in being a child of God and 
an heir of heaven. But when a man does not regard this, his true 
dignity, his pride will seek satisfaction in earthly honors and false 
liberty. He will revolt against Divine and human law, and consider 
his own will the only guide of his life. 

Human pride has assumed alarming proportions in our days. 
Humility, which might be called the natural virtue of man, is scarcely 
known by name, either in private or in public life. Each one supposes 
himself to be his own absolute master. Obedience of children toward 
their parents disappears-befoxe ridieulous pretences of false liberty. 

For this evil alse, the--remedy lies in the Cross of Christ. Our 
Savior “humbled Himself, becoming obedient unto death, even to the 
death of the Cross” (Phil. ii. 8). The watchword of His life was, 
“Father. .. not as I will, but as Thou wilt” (Matt. xxvi.39). The Cross 
exhorts us to imitate the obedience of the great, infinite God; it reminds 
us of our own misery and sinfulness, and at the same time, of our true 
dignity as children of God, which was restored by the shedding of 
Christ’s holy Blood. 

Happy are they who like the great Apostle of the Gentiles are lovers 
of the Cross of Christ! At the feet of our crucified King let us study 
well the lessons He teaches and seek to enter into His sentiments. He 
will teach us to submit to our crosses with patience, to bear them with 
cheerfulness, yes, to embrace them with joy. He will undeceive us with 
regard to the false maxims of worldly pride, of the love of riches, and 
of sensual pleasures; and from His Cross He will preach to us His 
truths; He will discover to us the hidden delights that are found in 
humility, in poverty of spirit, in contempt of the world and mortifi- 
cation of the flesh. His Cross is the school in which He will teach 
us all good, and from which He will not cease to communicate to us 
all graces, till at length we are lifted up with Him above the things of 
the earth, crucified to the world and the world to us, and are thus 
entitled to a share in His exaltation and triumph. 


_~s_—_Ca on 


Father Matheo is Delayed 


Word has been received that Father Matheo was ill and much 
fatigued after his missions in Hawaii, so that he will require some time 
to recuperate before taking up his work in the United States. We ask 
our dear readers to unite with us in praying for his speedy recovery, so 
that our country may soon enjoy the privilege of welcoming this ardent 
apostle of the Sacred Heart and of benefiting by his burning zeal. 
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“Come to Me...” 
—&:<4— 


NLY a comparatively few years ago the saintly pontiff, 
Pope Benedict XV, drew a word picture of: world con- 
ditions — a picture which depicts most vividly conditions 
as we find them about us today. He said: “The world 

#| is afflicted today by five great plagues — negation of 

authority, hatred among brothers, thirst for pleasure, 

disgust for work and forgetfulness of the supernatural objects of life.” 

Though such conditions do indeed prevail in our day and we have 
much to fear from the evils which abound on every side, we know that 
the human race and more especially the Barque of Peter has not been 
abandoned by its Captain, Christ, to the mercy of the waves of a tem- 
pestuous sea. Now, as always in the past, God has prepared a special 
and most powerful means of combating the forces of evil which have 
never ceased to prey upon mankind since the fall of Adam. The means 
by which He now wishes to succor His Church is devotion to the 
Holy Eucharist, the most sublime of all devotions. 

Devotion to Our Blessed Savior in the Holy Eucharist is the most 
sacred, the noblest of all devotions. In it are included all the other 
devotions tending toward God, and especially toward the incarnate 
Son of God, for no one can love Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament 
without loving God the Father and the Holy Ghost, there present with 
Our Savior. This devotion embraces also devotion to the Sacred Heart, 
to the Blessed Virgin, the angels and saints. The Blessed Sacrament 
embraces all the graces that God would bestow upon us; It is the final 
end toward which the other sacraments converge. 

It is true that Christ is there present as God and King, but in the 
Sacrament of His love He does not demand a royal homage. We need 
no appointments nor ceremonial apparel to approach to visit Him. 
We are welcome at all times. He has all our personal interests at 
heart, and He awaits us day and night. Ah, did we but realize that, 
after the holy Sacrifice of the Mass and the reception of Holy Com- 
munion, visits to the Blessed Sacrament are one of the richest sources 
of grace for our souls! Let us, then, give to Our Lord the pleasure of 
a daily visit; by so doing, we shall taste and see that the Lord is sweet, 
we shall experience the joy and merit of nearness to the Author of 
all good. We shall learn above all that this practice is a means of 
procuring prolific graces for ourselves. The time we spend devoutly 
before Our Blessed Savior, particularly where He is reigning upon His 
Exposition Throne, will prove the most meritorious for us in life, and 
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will be the greatest consolation for us at the hour of death and through- 
out eternity. It is very probable that we shall gain more by praying 
fifteen minutes before the Most Blessed Sacrament than by all the 
other spiritual exercises of the day. True it is that Our Savior hears 
our prayers addecwed to Him from any place, for He has pressiond: 
“Ask and you shall receive” 
(Matt. vii. 7), but it is equally 
true that those who visit Him 
in the Blessed Sacrament will 
obtain a more abundant 
measure of grace. 

Many saints assure us that 
Jesus will grant the petitions 
| of the faithful sooner when 
they are made in His Divine 
| Presence on the altar than 
when made in any other place. 
They realized this, and in all 
their trials and sufferings they 
hastened to Jesus in the Holy 
Eucharist. What marvelous 
conversions they obtained by 
their prayers before the Most 
Blessed Sacrament, what 
graces they obtained for souls, 
what precious favors for them- 
selves! The plaintive voice 
of the saintly Cure of Ars, St. 
John Vianney, still re-echoes 
throughout the Church: “O my children, Our Lord is hidden there (in 
the tabernacle), waiting for us to come and visit Him to make our 
requests. See, how good He is!” And most appealing of all, Our Lord 
Himself calls out to us: “Come to Me, all ye who labor and are 
burdened, and I will refresh you” (Matt. xi. 28), and again: “He who 
thirsts, let him come to Me...” (John vii. 37). 

Did we but always have recourse to the Most Blessed Sacrament, 
to seek from It the remedy for our ills, we should certainly be spared 
many an hour of sorrow and anxiety. The prophet Jeremias, lamenting 
over the indifference of men toward God, exclaimed: “Is there no balm 
in Galaad? Or is there no physician there?” Galaad, a mountain . 
in Arabia.rich in aromatical spices, is, according to Venerable Bede, 
a figure of Jesus Christ, who in the Sacrament of His love keeps in 





Jesus pleads 


for our love and confidence 
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readiness all the remedies for our woes. Why, then, do we continually 
complain of our misfortunes, when we have the Physician and the 
unfailing remedy for them in this sacrament? In future, let us rather 
hasten to Him who awaits us, and address to Him the words of Mary 
and Martha, at the time their brother Lazarus was ill: “Behold, Lord, 
he whom Thou lovest is sick. I am that miserable creature whom Thou 
lovest; my soul is wounded by the sins I have committed; but I come 
to Thee, my Divine Physician; heal my soul. Draw me wholly to 
Thyself, O Jesus, by the winning attractions of Thy love. For rather 
would I be bound to Thee than to become the lord of the whole earth. 
I desire nothing else but to love Thee. For Thy sake, I renounce all 
comforts, all pleasures, yes, my liberty and my will. On Thee I wish 
to bestow all my love; I love Thee, infinite goodness, more than myself, 
as I hope to love Thee for all eternity.” 








Mary, 
the Queen of 
the Angels 


ENERATION of the Blessed Virgin Mary as Queen of 
the Angels is a source of abundant graces. This title, 
applied to her in the Litany of Loreto, is dear to the 
¢ Mother of God, as it is also to the Angels themselves, 
who revealed to the Ven. Mary of Jesus that it gives 
them great joy when Mary is greeted as their Queen. 
Since one of the principal offices of the Angels in our 
regard is to defend us against the spirits of darkness, it follows that 
Mary is to be invoked as Queen of the Angels particularly against the 
onslaughts of Satan and his accomplices. In our days, when the powers 
of hell are causing so much ruin and misery in the world, we ought 
therefore to venerate and invoke Mary in a special manner under this 
title. 

Mary is, so to say, the “commander-in-chief” of the armies of 
God; the glorious battalions of Angels are her loyal soldiers, who hasten 
to fulfil her slightest wish with incredible swiftness. In the beginning 
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they fought valiantly for her honor in opposition to Lucifer and the 
apostate angels, who would not subject themselves to her empire when 
God revealed to them that she should one day be their sovereign. Thus 
even before she was called into being, the faithful Angels subjected 
themselves to her sway as the predestined Mother of their King and 
the triumphant Queen of paradise. This powerful Queen is ever ready 
to send her invincible legions to the aid of Christendom in times of 
affliction, yet it is her desire that she be implored to do so. 

In the year 1866, the Blessed Mother appeared to a saintly nun 
in the convent of Our Lady of Refuge in Aeglot in the diocese of 
Bayonne, and revealed to her that the demons would cause frightful 
desolation throughout the world, but that the hour had come for 
mankind to invoke her as the Queen of Angels, and to implore her 
to send her legions of blessed spirits to conquer the spirits of darkness 
and cast them into the abyss. The Sister asked whether Mary, in her 
goodness, could not send the Angels without being asked to do so. But 
Mary answered: “No, because prayer is one of the conditions required 
by God Himself for obtaining favors.” 

Mary, who from the beginning has crushed the head of the hellish 
serpent, will assuredly hasten to the aid of the Church in the present 
time of distress if we fervently invoke her assistance. We can be 
certain that the evil spirits are in large part responsible for the dreadful 
evils which now afflict humanity. Were they visible to our eyes, we 
should no doubt be alarmed by their astounding number as was Saint 
Catherine of Siena, who is said to have beheld so many demons over 
the city of Rome that if they had bodies they would have obscured 
the sun. One day when this saint entered the Basilica of St. Peter 
to pray for the Church and for the Pope, the demons cried out to her: 
“Accursed one! You seek to bring our plans to naught; we will 
destroy you!” Thus the demons themselves testified to the power of 
the prayer of holy souls. 


A Powerful Weapon 


Prayer is truly the most powerful weapon we have at our command, 
for, as St. Paul says, “our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities and powers, against the rulers of the world 
of this darkness, against the spirits of wickedness in the high places” 
(Eph. vi. 12). Our present Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, has repeatedly 
exhorted his children throughout the world to take up the strong weapon 
of prayer to obtain peace. “We desire,” he said in a recent allocution, 
“that all should interweave their prayers with Ours, that the merciful 
God, by His powerful command, may hasten the end of this calamitous 
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storm. And since, as St. Bernard says, it is the will of God that we 
should obtain all through Mary, all should have recourse to her and 
should lay at the foot of her altar their supplications, their tears, their 
sorrows, and from her seek solace and comfort... that through her 
intercession we may obtain from God for all peoples and for all nations 
the tranquillity we desire.” 


Prayer to Mary, the Queen of the Angels 


UGUST Queen of heaven! Sovereign Mistress of the Angels! Thou 

hast received from God the power and the mission to crush the 
head of Satan. We humbly beseech thee to send thy holy legions, that, 
under thy command and by thy power, they may pursue the evil spirits, 
encounter them on every side, resist their bold attacks, and drive them 
hence into the abyss of eternal woe. 

Who is like unto God? 

Good, amiable Mother, thou shalt ever be the object of our love and 
our hope. 

O Mother of God, send thy holy Angels that they may protect me 
and drive far from me the cruel enemy. 

Holy Angels and Archangels, defend and keep us! 


Ind. of 500 days each time. Pius X, July 8, 1908; Sac. Pen. Mar. 28, 1935. 





Protectress of America 
—&:<4— 

] UR country is facing a serious crisis. Of this we are all aware. 
Gigantic domestic problems tax the genius of our statesmen 
and government officials, and the threat of being drawn into 
the whirlpool of war looms darkly over our shores. Daily 
the situation grows more acute, and even the most optimistic among 
us cannot but feel apprehensive for the future. But let us not lose 
courage. Though human means of aid seem futile, we all have free 
recourse to the all-powerful tribunals of heaven. Our country, as we 
know, has been placed under the mighty protection of the Immaculate 
Mother of God. Just one hundred years ago, on May 13, 1840, Mary 
Immaculate was chosen patroness of the United States by the 3d 
Council of Baltimore. This great nation of ours, with all that it holds 
of promise for the future — its political, social and religious security, 
its riches, its liberties, the purity of its morals, the sanctity of its homes, 
the honor and virtue of its men and women, the innocence of its 
children — has been confided to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of our 
Redeemer! Surely this thought should make our hearts beat high with 
new hope for our country’s welfare and protection. 
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Yet it should make us realize, too, that this consecration to Mary 
lays upon us a weighty obligation — particularly upon us, the Catholic 
citizens of the United States. If we wish our country to.enjoy Mary’s 
protection and blessing, we must fervently recommend it to her in 
daily prayer and invoke her aid in the dangers which threaten. We 
need not fear that Mary will fail to do her part if we do ours. It is 
the will of God that much, very much, should be dependent upon our 
prayers. But are we not, perhaps, tying Mary’s hands by our neglect 
of prayer for our country? 

Great evils are at work, undermining the foundations of our civil 
and moral life. But Mary is our patroness; God has willed it, and 
herein lies our hope. God has, as it were, spread over our country 
the blue mantle of the Immaculate Virgin, with the words addressed 
to the disciple at the foot of the Cross: “Behold thy Mother!” The 
ship that brought Columbus, the “Christ-bearer,” to the shores of 
America was named the Santa Maria. And as a vessel consecrated to 
holy Mary first brought the Cross of Christ and the light of the true 
Faith to the New World, so it is consecration to the same Immaculate 
Mother that will bring us to the most perfect fulfilment of a glorious 
destiny — an ideal civilization founded upon Christian morality and 
true religion. 

Undoubtedly the greatest crisis which America now faces is the 
threat of war. Surely we all desire peace, but what can we do to 
preserve it? As individuals perhaps we can do little, unless we are 
among the few who hold positions of influence. But united with others 
in a crusade of prayer we can accomplish wonders. Let us be animated 
by that spirit of faith which urged the founders of our great republic 
to engrave upon its coins the slogan: “In God we trust.” We have at 
our command the great weapon of prayer —a weapon more powerful 
than any of the deadly instruments of war devised by modern science. 
And what objects of prayer could be more appropriate at present than 
our country’s needs. Let us, then, all — Catholic Americans, readers 
of “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” — unite in the face of our country’s 
hopes and perils, and with childlike faith and trust cry out from our 
hearts to our Immaculate Patroness: “O Mary, conceived without sin, 
pray for us who have recourse to thee! Immaculate Queen of Peace, 
pray for us and for our country!” Let us-offer our daily Mass and 
Communion, our Rosary, for this intention, in union with all Catholics 
throughout America. Surely, this united prayer, rising daily from 
thousands of lips, will not remain unanswered by her who has never 
refused her aid to anyone who sincerely implored her help and sought 
her intercession. 











Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 
a a ae a 
The Apostles’ Creed 


FirtH ARTICLE 


He descended into hell, the third day He arose again from the dead. 
Coneluded : 


a at a a 
Activities of Christ after His Resurrection 


URING His forty days’ sojourn on earth after His resurrection, 
1) Our Savior frequently spoke to His disciples of the kingdom of 

God, i.e., of the Church (Acts i. 3). During this period He com- 
pleted the organization and firm establishment of the Church, in which 
many important points were still wanting. 

The first essential element of the Church is faith. This was pro- 
vided by the fact of the resurrection, which was substantiated by proofs 
that admitted of no doubt. By clearly establishing His Divinity through 
the miracle of His resurrection, Christ furnished a firm foundation for 
the faith of all His followers in the doctrine which He entrusted to His 
Bride, the Church. Since her Head was Divine, it could but follow that 
she also was Divine, and that the body of doctrine deposited in her was 
the teaching of Eternal Truth Himself. Thus her members could place 
implicit faith in her threats and promises, in the infallibility of her 
guidance, and in the efficacy of the means of salvation which she placed 
at their disposal. 

The second constituent of the Church is the possession of the gifts 
of grace and the sacraments. Two important gifts of grace were con- 
ferred by our risen Savior upon the Church in the person of His dis- 
ciples, namely, the gift of understanding Holy Scripture (Luke xxiv. 45) 
and the gift of miracles (Mark xvi. 17, 18). 


Institution of the Sacrament of Penance 


All the sacraments except that of penance had been instituted by 
Christ during the course of His public ministry and on the eve of His 
Passion. After His resurrection He proclaimed the general command 
and obligation to receive the sacraments of baptism and penance, and 
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instituted the latter on the occasion of His first apparition to His Apos- 
tles, at the close of the day of the resurrection. This sacrament was 
the true “Easter greeting’’ of Our Savior to the whole world. In it, 
we may truly say, He brought the whole merit of His Redemption with 
Him out of eternity and made of it an inexhaustible and ever-flowing 
fountain for the forgiveness of sins. Here, indeed, ‘“‘the goodness and 
kindness of Our Savior have appeared”’ (Titus iii. 4). 

The power to forgive sin is a component part of the sacerdotal 
power — a power truly Divine, in which even the angels do not parti- 
cipate. Jesus conferred this power in a solemn and official manner, as 
related by St. John: ‘‘He said therefore to them again: Peace be to you. 
As the Father hath sent Me, I also send you. When He had said this, 
He breathed on them; and He said to them: Receive ye the Holy Ghost. 
Whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven them; and whose sins 
you shall retain, they are retained’ (John xx. 21-23). 

Ample; indeed, is the authority which Christ here imparted to His 
Apostles and ‘their lawful successors, the pastors of His Church. As 
His Heavenly Father had sent Him, even so He sent them, furnished 
with all the spiritual power and jurisdiction for the rule of His Church 
and the dispensation of His word and of His sacraments. By the words 
of institution, Our Lord was pleased to communicate His Divine Spirit, 
the Holy Ghost, to His disciples and their successors, in order to make 
them His delegates in the court of conscience, to sit as judges there, 
to take notice of spiritual causes and to pass sentence, either to loose 
penitent sinners from their sins by absolution, or to bind them, as the 
case should require, by censure, penances, or delay of absolution. 

How sovereignly wholesome to Christian souls is this sacred in- 
stitution, in which poor sinners who desire to return to God may, by 
applying to the delegates of Christ, have the sentence of eternal damna- 
tion which stood against them reversed, and their absolution, pro- 
nounced on earth, ratified in heaven, upon the easy condition of an 
humble and secret confession joined with a hearty repentance. And 
in consequence of such absolution they may be again received and ad- 
mitted to the participation of all those goods from which their sins 
excluded them. For the power of forgiving sins was not restricted to 
the Apostles, but was extended also to their successors in their ministry, 
unto all times and all places, for as long as there are sins to be forgiven, 
that is, to the end of time. Just as the power Our Lord gave to the 
Apostles to preach, to baptize, to confirm, etc. was transmitted by them 
to their successors, so also was.the power of forgiving sin. 

But the Apostles and their successors were not empowered to give 
absolution to everyone without discrimination; they must exercise that 
power with judgment and discretion: ‘‘Whose sins you shall forgive, 
they are forgiven them; and whose sins you shall retain, they are 
retained.”” They must reject the impenitent and absolve the penitent. 
This power on the part of God’s ministers therefore involves the obliga- 
tion on the part of sinners to confess their sins. For how can God’s 
representatives judge the disposition of the sinner unless they know 
his sins, and how can they know his sins unless he confesses them? 
Therefore confession is not only a matter of precept, but also a Divine 
institution. 
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Those who deny this power and say they can obtain forgiveness 
of their sins by confessing them directly to God in secret are plainly 
in error. The power of forgiving sins was expressly conferred by Christ 
Himself as a special prerogative. But wherein would the prerogative 
consist if people could obtain forgiveness by confessing to God secretly 
in their rooms? Would not the words of Christ thus become idle and 
meaningless? How few would have recourse to God’s ministers if they 
could obtain forgiveness of sins on easier terms! And what would be 
the advantage of their doing so? Obviously this is not what Our Savior 
intended; otherwise He would not have conferred this power upon His 
Apostles and have expressly committed to them the keys of His kingdom 
in order that they might dispense the treasures of mercy to repentant 


sinners. 
The Primacy of Peter 


The third foundation upon which the Church rests is the hierarchy. 
Our Savior completed its organization by the institution of the Primacy 
(John xxi. 15 seq.) and invested the Apostles with the most complete 
authority, commissioning them to exercise the same and solemnly as- 
suring them of His Divine aid (Mat. xxviii. 18-20; Mark xvi. 15). 

During His public life, Our Savior had once questioned His 
disciples regarding the opinion which the people held concerning Him. 
After receiving their answer, He accosted them with the question: 
“But who do you say that I am?’’ And Peter, speaking in the name 
of all, unhesitatingly answered: ‘‘Thou art Christ, the Son of the living 
God.’”” Having commended Peter for his faith, revealed by the Heavenly 
Father, Jesus gave him the solemn promise of constituting him the 
head of His Church: “I say to thee, that thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build My Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. And I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 
And whatsoever thou shalt bind upon earth, it shall be bound also in 
heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, it shall be loosed 
also in heaven” (Matt. xvi. 13-19). 

Up to the time of Our Savior’s death, Peter had only received the 
promise of the Primacy, but after His resurrection, Jesus solemnly 
placed him in actual possession of this office. This took place on the 
occasion of the apparition to Peter and John and other disciples on 
the shore of Lake Tiberias (John xxi. 1-14) recounted in a previous 
article. As we will recall, the disciples had, by Christ’s command, 
let down their nets and brought in a miraculous draught of fishes, 
and afterwards had partaken of a simple meal which Jesus had pre- 
pared for them. When they had dined, Jesus said to Peter: ‘Simon, 
son of John, lovest thou Me more than these?” and Peter answered: 
“Yea, Lord, Thou knowest that I love Thee.” Jesus said to him: 
‘“‘Feed My lambs.’”’ A second time Jesus said to Peter, “Simon, son 
of John, lovest thou Me?” and again Peter answered, ‘‘Yea, Lord, 
Thou knowest that I love Thee.” And again Jesus said to him: “Feed 
My lambs.” Then Jesus said to Peter a third time: “Simon, son of 
John, lovest thou Me?” and Peter, grieved because the Master 
apparently doubted his love, and thinking perhaps of his threefold 
denial, reaffirmed his affection, saying: ‘“‘Lord, Thou knowest all things; 
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Thou knowest that I love Thee.” Then Jesus said to him: “Feed My 
sheep.”’ (John xxi. 15-17.) 

By these words Christ made Peter the head of His Chirch, and 
the supreme pastor, not only of the faithful (the “‘lambs’’) but also of 
their pastors (the “sheep’’). To Peter, the chief of shepherds, the 
Good Shepherd entrusted His flock, and made him the custodian of 
the treasures of grace deposited in His Church. In him the hierarchy 
of the Church was henceforth to be centered. In ancient times, and 
especially among the Hebrew people, keys were an emblem of juris- 
diction. To say that a man had received the keys of a city was equiva- 
lent to saying that he had been appointed its governor. And even to 
the present day, the presentation of keys implies the conferring of 
authority. Thus when Our Savior said to Peter, “I will give to thee 
the keys of heaven,’ He meant that He would give him supreme 
authority over His Church, the citadel of faith, the earthly Jerusalem, 
as His visible representative on earth. 

But the sovereign office to which Jesus had exalted His Apostle 
was not to be without its trials and sufferings. Peter was to follow in 
the footsteps of His Master; he was destined for martyrdom no less 
than glory. Jesus foretold this in the words which followed: “Amen, 
amen, I say to thee: When thou wast younger, thou didst gird thyself, 
and didst walk whither thou wouldst; but when thou shalt be old, 
thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and 
lead thee whither thou wouldst not. And this He said, signifying by 
what death he should glorify God’’ (John xxi. 18,19). This prediction, 
as we know, was verified, for Peter, like his Divine Master, was 
crucified, but with head downward, because he deemed himself unworthy 
to die in the same manner as Christ. ‘ 

As the Church was not to die with Peter, but was destined to 
continue till the end of time, so the prerogatives conferred upon him 
were not to cease at his death, but were to be handed down to his 
successors from generation to generation. For the Church in all ages 
is as much in need of a supreme ruler as she was in the days of the 
Apostles. Whatever privileges, therefore, were conferred on Peter 
which were essential to the government of the Church, are inherited by 
the Pope, the Bishop of Rome, who is the lawful successor of Saint 
Peter as visible head of the Church. Truly great and sublime is the 
office of the Pope! The promise of Christ, “‘Behold, I am with you 
all days, even to the end of the world,”’ applies not only to the sacra- 
mental presence of Christ, but also in a special manner to the presence 
of Christ in the Pope, His Vicar. It is a great truth that Christ is 
incorporated in the person of the Pope. When the Pope speaks (in 
matters of faith and morals), Christ speaks; when the Pope proclaims a 
truth, Christ proclaims this truth by his mouth. The unity between 
Christ and the Pope is wonderful and mysterious. The Pope is great 
because he is the Vicar of Christ, because through him Christ continues 
His Divine mission among men. 

Where, in this world, shall we find any institution, any organiza- 
tion, which for nineteen hundred years has withstood such great storms 
as the Papacy? Whilst mighty kingdoms and dynasties have vanished, 
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the rock of Peter still stands firth, in: the midst of -the raging sea. 
Vainly do the enemies of Christ storm against the rock of:.Beter; for 
Christ has said, ‘“‘Upon this rock I will build My Church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it’’ (Matt. xvi. 18). The preservation 
of the Papacy is truly a miracle of the omnipotence of God. 

It is an indisputably established historical fact that St. Peter 
labored in Rome during the last portion of his life, and there ended 
his earthly course by martyrdom. That he was Bishop of Rome has 
been clearly proved from the writings of St. Irenaeus, Tertullian, Saint 
Jerome, Saint John Chrysostom, and other fathers of the Church. 
Eusebius and St. Jerome affirm that he governed the Church in that 
city during the space of twenty-five years. The See of Rome has been 
known in ancient as well as in modern times as the See of Peter, and has 
been called so under the titles of ‘‘the See of Peter,’’ “‘Peter’s Chair,” 
“the Holy See” ‘‘the Apostolic See.’’ This constitutes the historical 
foundation of the claim of the Bishops of Rome to the Apostolic 
Primacy of Peter. 


‘The Apostles Sent Forth to Preach and Baptize 


Finally, just before His ascension into heaven, Our Savior solemnly 
commissioned His Apostles and disciples to carry His Gospel to the ends 
of the earth. Addressing them for the last time, He said to them: 
“All power is given to Me in heaven and on earth; going, therefore, 
teach ye all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you; and behold I am with you 
all days, even to the consummation of the world” (Matt. xxviii. 16-20). 
By these words He created the supreme power of the apostolate, and 
revealed to His Apostles the boundless extent of their dominion, which 
‘was to be universal as God Himself, because all men are invited to hear 
the voice of Jesus and to form part of His kingdom. 

Marvelous, indeed, was the spectacle of this small group of men, 
destitute of the world’s riches, unskilled in the world’s learning, going 
forth to conquer the world. But the power of God went with them, 
supplying the want of learning and of prestige. The new doctrines, 
strong with the strength of truth and attractive by their intrinsic 
beauty, mastered the intellects and the hearts of men. And thus the 
banner of the risen Christ was borne in triumph through the world. 
But the song of victory was a cry of battle, and the feet of those who 
marched in that procession were red with ‘the blood of martyrs, for 
the Savior had predicted to His Apostles: “If they have persecuted Me, 
they will also persecute you” (John xv. 20). 

Explanation of Sixth Article to follow. 


_al_Can—_on ana 


St. Francis High School, Nevada, Missouri, conducted by the Sisters 
of St. Francis in connection with the grade school, opens September 9th. 
Beautiful and healthful location. For information address Mother 
Superior. 
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Angels of Mercy 

EE abd 
MONG the varied missions entrusted by Almighty God to 
His angelic cohorts, perhaps none is more appealing and 
comforting than that of constituting our ever-present and 
most powerful guardians. Our Guardian Angels are 
always with us during life, at the hour of death and 
after death. If we die in the state of grace and our souls 
are perfectly purified from all stain of sin, our Guardian 
Angel is given the inexpressibly happy mission of con- 
ducting our soul into the presence of God, and after the judgment, to 
the place assigned to us in heaven. The Gospel tells us that the poor 
beggar, Lazarus, who died in misery and material destitution at the 
door of the rich man, whose soul was pure and rich in merit, was carried 
by the Angels and placed in the bosom of Abraham, which is a 
figurative expression for eternal happiness. 

Our good Angel Guardian becomes our advocate at the moment 
of judgment, recalling to God our good works, and throwing them 
into the scales of Divine Justice in order to counterbalance the evil 
by which we have offended the Divine Majesty. If, however, our soul 
should be condemned to everlasting punishment, our Guardian Angel, 
sad and disconsolate, abandons it; but if our soul has only to suffer 
for a time in purgatory, our Guardian Angel accompanies it and follows 
it to the entrance of the mysterious abode into which the hand of God 
has justly plunged it. The friend of the soul’s exile now shows great 
kindness, in a thousand different ways. He pours soothing balm on 
the flames which purify the soul, he reduces the strength of the fire, 
deadening its burning effect. The Angel of the unfortunate sufferer 
in purgatory cannot remove the effect of the fire which tortures, but 
he can diminish its heat and lessen its effect according as the soul’s 
debts to Divine Justice are paid off. We know that the three youths 
cast into the fiery furnace by the king of Babylon received no injury 
from the fire which blazed in a terrible manner around them, but on 
the ‘contrary they were refreshed by a sweet dew provided by their 
Guardian Angels. 

The following significant titles may be fittingly applied to the 
various roles which the Guardian Angel assumes toward its charge 
suffering in the flames of purgatory: — 

Angel of Peace — The Divine messenger, whom Providence gives 
to each soul, lessens the troubled state which well-nigh overpowers the 
poor soul, and calms the cutting remorse of its conscience. 
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Angel of Light — The angelic messenger from heavenly spheres 
casts a ray of light into the abyss of darkness into which the soul — 
on earth perhaps not sufficiently strong in faith —has been plunged, 
preparing it by degrees to become one day a sun of everlasting light 
and splendor. 

Angel of Strength — The powerful spirit encourages and sustains 
the soul when it might become a prey to impatience at the delay in 
being admitted to the Beatific Vision, or to discouragement in face 
of the unceasing pain which torments it, thus preparing it by degrees 
for the unchanging bliss of heaven. 

Watchful Angel — The vigilant Guardian Angel dispels the ex- 
cessive darkness which otherwise might engulf the soul, and diminishes 
its sadness in being separated from God, so that it trusts in the Divine 
Goodness with perfect resignation to its sufferings. 

Supplicating Angel — The Angel of supplication raises entreating 
sighs and looks toward God, unceasingly imploring mercy in behalf 
of the miserable soul plunged into the burning abyss. The prayer 
of the Angel is not an expiating prayer, endowed with the value of 
satisfying for the punishment of the soul, but rather an entreating 
prayer, one which, by reason of its angelic accents, may soften the 
rigors of Divine Justice. 

Zealous Angel — The Guardian Angel is a matchless friend, a 
true apostle of deliverance from the most terrible pains. He excites 
the living to pray for the dead, and invites them to make use of the 
means at their disposal for the relief of the members of the Church 
Suffering, particularly for the soul of his cha‘ge. He carries before 
the throne of God the good works and prayers of the living offered 
for the dead, and returns from heaven laden with blessings for the soul. 

Untiring Angel — The Guardian Angel is happiest when he can 
announce to the soul in purgatory that some prayer has been offered 
for it, or some good work performed in its behalf. St. Leonard of 
Port Maurice tells us: “Suddenly the Angel of the Lord appears in 
the midst of the darkness of the frightful captivity — purgatory — 
and cries out: ‘Courage, disconsolate soul, you still had many years 
to suffer, but the time of your suffering is shortened, it is finished. 
A certain kind benefactor has satisfied for you...’” 

As we reflect on the mission of mercy confided to the Guardian 
Angels, let us resolve that we, too, shall be “angels in the flesh,” by 
spreading the wings of our charity toward the dear departed, by offering 
prayers and alms in their behalf, that we may be instrumental in 
freeing many souls from the purging flames, to enter the realms of eter- 
nal delight, where they will become “intercessory angels” in our behalf. 








Our Petition through 
the Holy Angels B 


3 


T. BENEDICT, in his heaven-inspired Rule, speaks again 
and again of the holy Angels. That Rule has been the 
norm of life for hundreds of thousands down the ages, 
from king on his throne to humble lay brother working 

in the stable. Through the observance and study of his Rule, St. 
Benedict’s spiritual children for the past fourteen centuries have imbibed 
a love for the holy Angels. In his sublime chapter on humility, St. 
Benedict compares our spiritual ascent to God to the ladder of Jacob 
on which the Angels ascended and descended. St. Benedict would have 
his children live with the Angels... In the same chapter on humility, 
he reminds his spiritual sons and daughters that their “actions are 
everywhere visible to the eyes of the Divine Majesty and are at every 
hour reported to God by His Angels.” 

In his chapters on the Divine Office, St. Benedict reminds us re- 
peatedly to unite our homage with that rendered by the angelic spirits. 
“In the sight of the Angels I will sing praise unto Thee,” he quotes 
from Psalm 137. He impresses us with the need of reverence, for we 
render our united prayer “in the sight of God and His Angels.” 

This traditional veneration of the holy Angels imbibed by the 
members of the Benedictine Order throughout the centuries is evidenced 
in monastic churches and chapels by decorations giving prominence 
to the holy Angels; by the portals of monastic churches displaying carv- 
ings of the Angels; by names being given in honor of the holy Angels. 
The little church given by the Benedictines to St. Francis of Assisi, the 
Portiuncula, was dedicated to “Our Lady of the Angels.” 

Among the pioneer members of the Benedictine Order in the United 
States who shed lustre on its already glorious name is that of Abbot 
Frowin Conrad of Conception, Missouri. He came from a monastery 
in Switzerland named Engelberg, “Angels’ Mountain.” He named the 
little parish on the Missouri prairies “New Engelberg” in 1873. (This 
was later changed to a name in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary.) 
It was he who called the pioneer Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adora- 
tion near Angels’ Mountain from Switzerland, to commence a life of 
immolation and adoration in the New World. This is now the firmly 
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established motherhouse at Clyde, Missouri. From here the branch 
house in Tucson, Arizona was founded. With the moral support of 
the Catholics in Tucson of the work of perpetual adoration, a new 
sanctuary of unceasing prayer is being erected, as our dear readers 
have been aware. Lately a change of names was requested for the 
streets bounding the new Chapel, and the County Board of Supervisors 
graciously consented to have the streets called: Benedictine and Mount 
Angel Drive. 

We call upon our dear friends to thank God that these names have 
been approved. To the holy Angels is due much of the success of the 
little community in Arizona. On the day the petition was written by 
the Prioress General for the change of names, a beautiful antependium 
for the new altar of Exposition was received from a kind benefactress, 
on which was embroidered “Ecce Panis Angelorum! — Behold the 
Bread of Angels!” It was a touching approval of God’s loving designs 
on the request. 

We have sought to honor the holy Angels. Images of Angels, in 
cast stone, guard the entrance to the sanctuary which is to be the abode 
of the King of Angels; on the new podium the shaft holding the 
monstrance on the permanent altar will be supported by Angels; the 
crown on the monstrance will be suspended in the hands of Angels; 
and to these blessed spirits Jesus Himself confides the task to inspire 
adorers to come to receive the Food of Angels, to adore the King of 
Angels and of men. 

Just now we are praying the holy Angels to move the hearts of 
our friends and readers to make a sacrifice in their honor for the new 
sanctuary on Mount Angel Drive, Tucson, Arizona. In this Chapel 
of Perpetual Adoration the daughters of St. Benedict will stand to 
“sing with the Angels” the liturgy of holy Church; they will emulate 
the Angels in their adorations, and in these unceasing prayers each 
kind donor, howsoever remote from Tucson, will have a share. 


Gifts of faith and love are certainly the contributions which are 
coming in for the new sanctuary of perpetual adoration in Tucson. A 
recent gift of fifty dollars is from a convert. She was strongly and 
inexplicably drawn to the Most Blessed Sacrament even before accepting 
the Catholic Faith. When she would pass a Catholic Church, she would 
be drawn by an unconscious power to enter, so much so, that she would 
hesitate to pass by. But gradually she became aware that it was the 
POWER of the Holy Eucharist which was attracting her so wonderfully. 
Now since she is within the fold, she daily feeds on the “Bread of 
Angels,’”’ she loves to kneel with the invisible Angels adoring the Hidden 
God, and she rejoices to bring the sacrifice of fifty dollars toward the 
new sanctuary for the King of Angels on Mt. Angel Drive, Tucson. 
Arizona. 3784 
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A friend who has suffered from defective eyesight sent a donation 
of twenty-five dollars. She wished it to be used toward lumber for a 
cross on the new Chapel. As the cross must be of cast stone, the 
donation is being applied for the sheathing of the roof of the apse 
over the altar. What a consolation for this dear friend to recall that 
she has helped to shelter the God of Love! 





_~~—_a—oOa 


The Catholic School 
<>: <4- 


pox} OON the call will come for more than two million 
American boys and girls, to take up their school work 
B ceain. Catholic fathers and mothers will have enrolled 
¥ their sons and daughters in their parish school, or in 

a Catholic college or academy, to fulfil the sacred 
Nesp. +3: ee : y : 

duty of providing for their religious education, so that 
they may be well grounded in their holy Faith while receiving a train- 
ing in the various branches of learning. In the Catholic system of 
education which has been built up in our country, this training is 
admittedly second to none, for the best in science, in the arts, in 
literature and in culture has been incorporated, and above all, religion 
and morality have been given their proper place and emphasis. Our 
Catholic schools have been erected and equipped for the purpose of 
fostering the spiritual development of our young men and women and 
children, so that they may be fitted to become not only good American 
citizens, but also future citizens of the kingdom of heaven. 

We know that the home is, ultimately, the cornerstone of our 
nation. As an Irish orator expressed it: “The best of all schools is 
a mother’s knee.” It is the duty of mothers to train their children in 
the right ways of living, to make for them a home in which the highest 
principles of religion and morality are emphasized and practiced. Yet 
we know it is of the utmost importance that the training given to little 
ones in the home be continued during the formative period of their 
school years. As it is the function of parents in the home to plant 
in the minds and hearts of their children the seeds of all future 
development, so it is the function of the Catholic school to aid in the 
cultivation of these seeds until they ripen into the mature fruit of 
happy, useful and successful lives. 

The aim of the Catholic schools has always been to give the 
teaching of religion its proper place in the school curriculum. The 
instruction given in the secular branches of learning has ever been on 
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a par with the best schools in the country; our parochial schools have 
never neglected the teaching of those branches which are necessary 
for the personal and social life of every pupil. But, as all thinkiag 
people realize, mere knowledge and skill do not of themselves make 
good men and women. Together with the training of the minds of 
the pupils, our Catholic schools have sought to show the place of 
obedience, respect for law and authority, due regard for others’ rights 
and property, in the scheme of life, and how these qualities make for 
balanced character. But the distinctive contribution of the Catholic 
schools is to prove to the pupils that, if these qualities are to function 
effectively they must be based on the solid foundation of the love and 
service of God. The wholesome character that is born of such teaching 
will stand as a safeguard to the best traditions of American life. 

During the past decade there have been an enormous number of 
children brought to sudden and most pathetic deaths by careless or 
intoxicated drivers of motor vehicles. It is said that on our American 
streets and highways speeding cars have cruelly murdered over thirty 
thousand children in a single year. The automobile is indeed dangerous, 
and no one ever quite realizes what a deadly thing it may become; 
but it is as nothing compared to another deadly peril in our United 
States. Physical death stalks our highways, but spiritual death, a far 
more terrible thing, stalks our classrooms. What is needed today.is a 
means of bringing home to Catholic parents the fact that the placing 
of their children in secular schools is threatening them with spiritual 
death, just as surely as driving a car at high speed through crowded 
traffic would result in physical death for those in its path. The deadly 
process of Catholic boys and girls losing their Faith is going on all 
about us day by day. The mangled forms of these unfortunate victims 
do not, it is true, lie in rows in the morgue, awaiting identification, 
but it would perhaps be a blessing could spiritual death be viewed 
in all its horrors as vividly as physical death may be. If Catholic 
parents could see the ghastly sight of victims brought in from the lower 
schools, from colleges and universities, lying row upon row, young 
souls dead to the heaven-born Faith that once pulsed through their 
beings, dead after breathing in the noxious gases of atheistic teaching 
poured forth in countless classrooms — perhaps such a sight would 
arouse them to the great danger they run when they send their children 
to the secular schools in preference to Catholic institutions. 

Too much cannot be said in praise of the faithful Catholic parents 
who, at the cost of many and great sacrifices, send their children to 
the parochial school, the Catholic High School and the Catholic Univer- 
sity, but it is regrettably true that many parents take this obligation 
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lightly, with consequences which will never be known until the curtain 
of eternity has been drawn aside and the secrets of souls are revealed 
in all their tremendous importance. Then, however, it will be too late 
to repair the injury caused by their negligence! 


oOo. 


Powerful Protectors 
Sige 

N THE kingdom of heaven, the Angels rank as the princes, 
the nobles at the court of the Sovereign Majesty; as. 
Saint Augustine says, they are the firstborn of creation, 
the first masterpieces of Divine Omnipotence, living 
luminaries emitting their light to us from the day of 
eternity. Every Angel in the heavenly kingdom is ranked 
according to his dignity. All behold God and are. 
exceedingly happy; in Him they see and understand all 
things of heaven and of earth. Many of them are placed 
by God at the service of mankind, for our protection and well-being, 
for our temporal and eternal welfare, as the following little stories. 
will illustrate. 





Upheld by Angel Hands 


T WAS midnight in Zama in Tyrol, on the 13th of February 1856, 
| when suddenly the fire alarm sounded through the town. Two of 

the largest homes adjoining each other were in flames, and it was 
not long before a crowd had gathered about them. Already the flames. 
had reached the roofs of the houses, and it was not possible to save 
any of the furnishings, as the inhabitants had barely escaped with 
their lives. Suddenly an attic window of one of the houses was opened, 
and to the amazement of all, two children were seen looking out — a. 
girl of eight years and another of twelve. In the confusion they had 
been overlooked, and not knowing how to escape the danger surround- 
ing them on every side, they had climbed to the attic. But even there 
the flames were reaching hungrily to claim them as prey. Suddenly 
the older girl cried out to her sister: “Let us jump down. Our 
Guardian Angels will help us. I will jump first and if I am not hurt, 
you jump too!”’ With the words: “Holy Guardian Angel, help me!” 
she jumped from the burning building. The crowd below shuddered 
at the sight, but, as though upheld by mysterious hands, the child 
descended safely to the pavement below. Full of joy she called up to 
her sister: “Johanna, call on your Guardian Angel, and then jump.” 
Then the second child, with a prayer to her Guardian Angel, jumped 
from the window casing and reached the pavement below uninjured. 
There, the two children knelt to thank their angelic guardians for 
their safe delivery from the conflagration, as did all who had witnessed 
the pathetic scene. 
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Pope Pius [IX Preserved from Injury 

S A BOY, Giovanni Maria Mastai-Ferretti, the future pontiff, 
A served Holy Mass in the private chapel of his parents. One day 

as he knelt on the lower step of the altar, a sudden fear and 
anxiety seized him. His heart began to beat violently, and involun- 
tarily he turned his eyes toward the opposite side of the altar. There 
he beheld a very comely youth beckoning him to approach. Bewildered 
at the sight, the lad did not at first move from his place, but as the 
stranger beckoned again and again, the server rose and moved over 
toward him. Scarcely had he left the altar step when a large statue 
fell from the altar directly upon the spot where the boy had been 
kneeling. In after years, he often related the incident, attributing his 
escape from injury to the protection of his Guardian Angel. 


A Fortunate Tardiness 


HE following incident was related by a certain lady, for years a 
- teacher in the village school of X...: “‘My mother and I lived 

together in the old family home, just about five minutes’ walk 
from the village school, in which I had been a teacher for some 
years. The morning session of classes closed at twelve o’clock and the 
afternoon session began at one. During the noon hour, I returned home 
for lunch, and usually helped my mother wash and replace the dishes 
after our simple meal; this usually occupied the time until ten minutes 
to one, leaving me time to reach the school five minutes before the 
afternoon session opened. One day, as I glanced casually at the clock 
after our lunch, I saw that it was just twenty minutes to one o’clock. 
I gathered up the dishes and was busy in the kitchen, when to my 
amazement I heard the clock in the school tower strike one. I looked 
quickly at the clock once more and found that it still showed twenty 
minutes to one; it had stopped running. I hurried to the school and 
upon my arrival was met at the entrance by my pupils, who, greatly 
alarmed, told me that something terrible had just happened in the 
schoolroom. I quickly unlocked the door, but drew back terrified at 
sight of the destruction within. The room was filled with a dense cloud 
of dust, caused by the plaster of half the ceiling having fallen. My desk 
was in the midst of the debris. Tears filled my eyes and the children 
too were deeply moved. Several of them exclaimed: ‘Miss G., your 
Guardian Angel surely stopped your clock today so that you would be 
late and we would all escape injury.’ ” 


St. Frances of Rome 


T. FRANCES of Rome, the model wife and mother, was often per- 
S mitted the sight of her Guardian Angel. She describes him thus: 

“His bearing is exceedingly loving and sublime. His face shines like 
the sun, his gaze is nearly always directed heavenward. He wears a 
long, light garment and over that another dress. This outer garment 
is at times white as a lily, then deep red and again as blue as the sky. 
When he walks beside me, his feet are never soiled by the dust of the 
streets.”” She tells how her Angel rejoiced when she performed some 
good deed, prayed devoutly, worked diligently for the love of God or 
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gave alms to the poor. But if at times she committed some fault, such 
as to use unkind words, etc., her Guardian Angel became sad and van- 
ished from her sight until she had made atonement for her fault, when 
he again appeared in a halo of light. When the wicked spirits tried to 
tempt her, Frances would cry out: “My good Guardian Angel, help!” 
Then she would see him turn his piercing glance upon the wicked one 
until the evil spirit had to flee.. When St. Frances was about to die 
(March 9, 1440), she beheld her faithful Guardian Angel standing by 
her side, waiting to bear her soul home to the abode of eternal peace. 


An Edifying Example 
HE Austrian Countess, Maria Theresia Ledochowska, who died in 
T the odor of sanctity a few years ago, related how devotion to her 
Guardian Angel had been a help to her since her early childhood. 
She and her sister had been taught by their mother, as one of their 
first prayers, an aspiration to their Guardian Angel. Every night before 
retiring, the mother took her little girls into her bedroom, and there 
all three would kneel on the blue velvet cushion of the priedieu while 
the little ones would pray: “Angel of God, my Guardian dear...” 
The faithful mother, however, did more than this. Carefully and 
frequently she explained to the children that their Guardian Angel 
was constantly at their side, watching over their thoughts, words and 
works, and was always ready to admonish them, to help them and to 
teach them, if they would but be attentive to him. Thus it became a 
frequent practice for the children to turn to their Guardian Angel in 
every little difficulty, and even in their quarrels, to ask the advice of 
their Guardian Angels. If someone was engaged in a work which did 
not seem to succeed, they would say, “Ask your Guardian Angel to help 
you!” If they feared to forget something, they would say: “Ask your 
Guardian Angel to remind you!’ And always the children were con- 
vinced that their petitions would not be in vain. 


Little Lovers’ League 


EAUTIFUL September days are here again, bringing with 
them thoughts of many things, among which not the 
least is that of our dear good Guardian Angels. What 
joy it should give us to know that we have always at 
our side a great and powerful helper, whose mission 
it is to assist us in every difficulty, to comfort us in 
every sorrow and even to rejoice with us in every holy 
joy. But is it not sad that we so often forget this amiable 

helper? If we could see him, perhaps it would be easier for us to 

be thankful for his assistance and attentive to his presence. We hope 
you will like the poem we are giving this month. 
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Practice: Often invoke your holy Guardian Angel during this month, 
especially when you begin to play, start out on a journey, go to school, etc. 
Also try to make some little sacrifice each day to prove your love for Jesus. 


Aspiration: 
Dear Angel, ever at my side, 
How loving you must be, 
To leave your home in heaven, 


to guard 
A little child like me. 


Your beautiful and shining face, 
I see not, though so near; 

The sweetness of your soft low voice 
I am not given to hear. 


I cannot feel you touch my hand 
With pressure light and mild, 
To check me, as my mother does, 
When I'm a wayward child. 


But I have felt you in my thoughts 
Fighting for me against sin; 
And when my heart loves God, I know 

That you have helped me win. 


And when, dear Angel, I kneel down, 
Morning and night, to prayer, 

Something there is within my heart 
That tells me you are there. 


Then when I play you're present too, 
Your care is all for me; 

But when I sleep, you slumber not, 
But watch most patiently. 





Ah, me, how lovely you must be, 
Angel of God so dear, 

E’er shall it be my sweetest thought, 
To know that you are near. 


Just recently we were informed of a beautiful example of a boy’s 
true love for Jesus. We thought our Little Lovers would be happy 
to hear of it, and we believe also it will be a help to you when you 
feel that Jesus wants you to make a sacrifice and it is hard to do so. 
Out in Topeka, Kansas, there is a nine-year-old boy, whose name is 
John. He has been sick most of the time since he was about two 
years old, so that he could not start to school until he was seven. John 
is a real boy, with lots of life, and he loves fun, but as he has never 
been strong, he cannot take part in all boyish games as he would like 
to do. Some time ago, he noticed an advertisement of a wrist watch 
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selling for $2.00 -— and oh, how much he wanted to have that wrist 
watch! His mother told him he would have to save his pennies, because 
she could not afford to buy the watch for him. John made up his mind 
he would deny himself candy and many other little things in order 
to get the wrist watch... Then one day, when he had managed to 
save a dollar by making many little sacrifices, his mother happened 
to read to him a circular telling how badly funds were needed in the 
erection of a new church some distance from his home. A new hom: 
was needed for Jesus, but those who wished to build it did not have 
the money necessary to do so. John listened attentively while his 
mother was reading the article to him. He said he wished he could 
help to build the home for dear Jesus, but that he had nothing to 
give —and then suddenly he remembered! He had a dollar! Then 
he thought of the wrist watch. How much he wanted that watch — 
but could he be so selfish as to buy it for himself when Jesus did not 
even have a home in which to live? He thought the matter over quietly, 
and then finally he asked his mother whether he couldn’t give his 
precious dollar toward the new home for Jesus. “But, what shall we 
do about your wrist watch, John?” his mother asked. “Oh, I have 
already offered the sacrifice of it to Jesus —I want to give Him a new 
home even more than | want that wrist watch, so I am going to give 
all that I have toward His new home.” 

Surely Our Blessed Lord must be very much pleased with dear 
little John, don’t you think so? Though he may have to do without a 
wrist watch for some time, he doesn’t regret his sacrifice in the least, 
for now he knows he has given his all to Jesus, and Jesus will surely 
know from this that John loves Him truly. 

_~—_—_oao an 


ALTAR Furnished by the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual 

Adoration. Sent regularly by parcel post in any 

BREADS quantity desired. Extra orders filled promptly. 
Small breads, 15¢ a hundred; large breads, 10¢ a dozen. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 


(Please address Clyde, Missouri 
the convent nearest Or: Mundelein, Dlinois 
your locality.) Or: 300 N. Main St., Tucson, Arizona 
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Contents — September, 1940 


Our Angelic Guardians — The Cross, the Salvation of Our Times — 
“Come to Me...” —- Mary, the Queen of the Angels — Protectress of 
America — Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith — Angels of Mercy 
— Our Petition through the Holy Angels— The Catholic School — 
Powerful Protectors — Little Lovers’ League. 
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HE inscription found on ancient sundials reads: “I count only 
the pleasant hours."" These same sentiments might be ex- 
pressed in regard to the reading of good books — hours so 

spent are always pleasant and profitable. The following books are 
suggested especially for September reading, likewise for discussion club 


work: — 
Rays of Catholic Truth 


An excellent brochure giving a simple yet thorough explanation of some 
of the most fundamental truths of our holy religion. 64 pages; 10¢ each. 











Fountains of Salvation 


Sets forth a brief and clear explanation of the Sacraments, in particular 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Orders. 64 pages; 10¢ each. 


Do You Know the Church? — Part I & Il 


Two popular booklets setting forth the origin of the Catholic Church, 
its marks and attributes, and its marvelous functions among men of 
all ages. A book especially valuable for study clubs and convert classes. 
64 pages; 5¢ each. 


"Neath St. Michael’s Shield 


Few Catholics realize the goodness and power of St. Michael, and his 
readiness to lend aid in all necessities. This 64 page booklet tells in 
an interesting way facts little known about this Prince of the Heavenly 
Hosts. Many prayers are also contained. 10¢ each. 


Our Heavenly Companions 


One reader writes that this booklet reveals ‘startling information” 
about the guardian angels. Read it and learn to know your angel better. 
Litany, novena and other prayers given. 64 pages; 10¢ each. 


Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, O.S.B. 


An appealing account of the life of a saintly Benedictine 
Sister, hidden away from the eyes of the world during 
her life, but who has, since her death, become widely 
known as the “Merciful Helper of Veroli’’ because of 
innumerable graces and favors obtained through her 
intercession. 218 pages; 30¢ each. Reductions on 
25 or more books. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 























—— or = _— = = — =—* = _— = _ = 
— —_ — —_ 


veetings for Christmas 


and the New Vearo 


are beautifully expressed by our selection of 
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Greeting Folders 
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liturgical in design, exquisite in workmanship, 
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lithographed in glowing colors 


Offered at Exceptionally Low Prices 
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14 Assorted folders in a box 
for only 50¢ or 
30 folders for $1.00 
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(These prices include envelopes) 
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SPECIAL QUANTITY PRICES on lots of either assorted folders 
or single subjects are as follows: — 
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100 folders — $3.00 per hundred 
500 folders — $2.50 per hundred 
1000 folders — $2.00 per hundred 
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(These prices include envelopes. Carriage extra) 


Place your order early to assure the selection you wish. 
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